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About the Composer
Justino Pérez began his music studies in the 
public schools in his home town of Porterville, 
California, where he is now a full time educator 
at Bartlett Middle School and several elementary 
schools. In addition to teaching in public school, 
Mr. Pérez directs Porterville’s only youth music 
ensembles, organized through Porterville Strings, 

in which he also serves on the board. Mr. Pérez 
graduated from Humboldt State University in 
California with a degree in Composition and 
continued his graduate studies in Composition at 
the University of Northern Colorado. In addition 
to composing and teaching, Mr. Pérez is an avid 
runner, enjoying every chance he gets to run.

Program Notes
Here is a grade 1 work with some “bling:” piz-
zicato, harmonics, accents, short glissandi, and 
a measure of free-for-all sliding. Everyone gets 

a little of the action and, even if they don’t like 
fortune cookies, your audience is likely to have a 
sudden craving for takeout.

Performance Suggestions
Measure 73 should last for approximately six sec-
onds. Students should freely glissando the entire 
time, adjusting their dynamics to the gestures of 
the conductor. These dynamics should loosely 

follow the contours on the page. Remember to 
move upward as the dynamic gets louder and 
move downward as the dynamic gets softer.
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